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Introduction 

 

The past year has been full of concerning events on UBC campus, 

the cancellation of Arts County Fair, an unprecedented number of 

student arrests, protests… the list goes on. These events are 

problematic in themselves but they are also symptomatic of a 

greater problem at UBC affecting our sense of community, our 

traditions, and student life.  

 

Students are feeling a growing sense of alienation at UBC. There 

are many interrelated factors contributing and correlating to the 

alleged “war on fun.” Whether there is actually a deliberate, 

conscious war being waged on student life is immaterial, as all 

matters is that the large portion of the student body currently 

perceives that their campus student social life is in jeopardy.  

 

This has been growing for several years and has really surfaced in 

the past school year. If we do not analyze the contributing factors 

and attempt to find collaborative solutions this will have 

deleterious effects on UBC in the long-term, resulting in unhappy 

students, fewer alumni donations, and a less attractive university 

for prospective students. 

 

We want to start a conversation which will lead to the 

development of a campus where the groups that contributed to 

this report (the AMS, Radical Beer Faction, SUS, AUS and others) 

can work in concert with administration and other stakeholders to 

establish a productive and fun university experience for all 

students.   
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Housing 

 

Affordable Student Housing 

The lack of student housing means students spend more time 

commuting and less time contributing to campus life. 

 

There is a growing perception on campus that the university does 

not care about students living on campus because of the broad 

observation that more private residences have been built on 

campus, while at the same time more students are forced to 

move off-campus due to a lack of housing options on campus. 

 

RezLife Policy  

New policy changes have disallowed RezLife from organizing 

events that include alcohol in any form, which has led to the 

discontinuation of many residence traditions and poor social 

atmosphere overall. 

 

Many students in Residence have begun to throw similar, though 

fewer, events, but outside of the blanket of RezLife which has a 

deleterious effect on the relationship students living on campus 

have towards their Residence Associations, which, for many 

students, is their primary link to the rest of the campus 

community. 

 

University Neighborhood Association:  

The students and the UNA have a very poor relationship, which is 

leading to a building animosity and misunderstanding between 

these groups.  

 

The UNA’s members and security guards have been known to yell 

at and harass students, which contributes to a negative 

relationship with students. 

 

The UNA’s members are perceived to have a sense of entitlement 

to a “bubble” around their homes, ignoring the fact that they 

chose to live next to a campus. Excessive complaints to the RCMP 

are thought concerning student partying on campus appear to be 



contributing the RCMP’s recent “crackdown” on student noise, 

drinking, and events on campus. 

 

A contributing factor to the cancellation of Arts County Fair was 

the UNA’s complaints to the RCMP about the noise and disruption 

of what was the largest student-run event in Canada. 

 

Helping develop a working relationship between the UNA and 

students is necessary for a unified campus community to exist. 

 

 

 

UBC must move to eliminate the barriers (in particular the 

elimination of events that involve alcohol) that prevent 

Residence Associations from running events that appeal to their 

residents. 



UBC Liquor Policies & Classroom Services 

 

Postering 

Students can’t advertise the word “bzzr” anymore. Preventing 

students from advertising alcohol does not make campus safer, 

but it does make events more difficult to promote and less likely 

to be successful.  

 

Liquor Licenses 

The excessive bureaucracy involved in getting permission to have 

permission from the building to get a liquor license is 

unwarranted and extremely inconvenient. This is an additional 

barrier to thriving student life.  

 

Rental Costs 

Classroom Services’ has a new policy to charge clubs rental fees 

for events where admission is charged even if it is a revenue-

neutral event. For instance the UBC Debate Society was being 

charged for running their High School Tournament. This is an 

additional barrier to student initiatives.  

 

General Support of Social Events 

The University needs to be more supportive, both in a theoretical, 

regulative sense, but also make it clear to faculty and staff that 

they are also part of a campus, and return to a day where profs 

came out to beer gardens.   

 

A Movement towards a “dry” campus 

The idea of a dry campus is ridiculous. Students will drink, and the 

only thing that the University has control of is whether or not that 

drinking contributes to a positive university experience. A dry 

campus will not do that.  

 

 

 

Make classroom and space rental free or more affordable for 

student-run events.  

 



Reduce the time and hassle required to get building permission 

for beer gardens 

 

Help students get more food-primary licensed student-run 

establishments on campus to reduce the hassle of one-time 

events. 

 

The administration should be more engaged, and come to more 

social events. 



The RCMP on Campus 

 

Liquor Licenses 

The RCMP requires too much time to process applications. 

 

The RCMP “loses” licenses and refuses to issue new ones in time. 

Student clubs are then forced to cancel their events and lose 

money in sunk costs like beer and food.  

 

The RCMP forces clubs to make a profit on many events by forcing 

them to raise the prices of their alcohol. This makes it more 

difficult to get students out to events. Also, making a profit on an 

SOL is illegal.  

 

The RCMP limits the amount of alcohol, people, prices, and the 

number of licenses issued per night. They claim that they do this 

to make events more manageable for their detachment. Given 

that they have only UBC in their jurisdiction this is a fallacious 

argument. 

 

The students and the RCMP have a very poor relationship this 

year. There is a strong sense of arbitrary actions committed by the 

police this year. Their enforcement is too harsh and they put on 

unnecessary restrictions on students. This is discrimination. The 

arrest of 11 students over a peaceful protest is one such example. 

 

 

 

The University must set up a campus police advisory committee 

to deal with these problems and to help create a dialogue 

between the students and the RCMP. 

 



General Alienation 

 

Regulations and restrictions 

Restrictions are being changed to make it harder for people to 

hold events where students are able to congregate and commune 

with one and other.  

 

Institutional Perception 

In the National Survey of Student Engagement, UBC ranked dead 

last amongst all institutions in Canada in terms of the number of 

people that perceive that their school vies them as a person and 

not just a number. This has become so institutionalized that it has 

even made it into some Imagine Day presentations, albeit in joke 

form. While jokes, these belie a greater problem in terms of 

student engagement.  

 

Commuter Campus 

While a great success, the U-Pass has reinforced the commuter 

campus nature of this University. Commuters must be engaged 

with student life, and in addition to making changes to transit, 

there must be other opportunities and accommodations for 

commuter students, for example a hostel or collegia, ceated on 

campus. 

 

Event Coordination Problem 

The University has not worked well to encourage events that are 

student centered. With all due respect to the administration, 

students are better at running events than the administration is, 

and this should be left to students. That said, UBC must also take 

steps to not hold major events, such as the opening of the 

Learning Centre, at the same time as the AMS Block Party.  

 

Participation in Governance 

Students do not have a proportional say with respect to their 

contribution to the University operating fund. This should be 

corrected, not only at the Board level, but in other decision 

making bodies from top to bottom in this insitutions 

 



Ability to Poster and Advertise 

The University has taken down old postering space, such as the 

Poster Barrels. People have taken to spray painting (read: 

vandalism) in lieu of postering because there are not sufficient 

places to poster on campus.  

 

 

 

There are currently too many barriers to student life. Campus 

community and engagement is intrinsically tied to the ability to 

consume alcohol on campus, and the destruction of this ability is 

likewise tied to the actions of the RCMP and the University. 

Student culture cannot be created out of hand, but rather must 

be fostered, and the best way to do that is to allow students to 

flourish unencumbered by unnecessary restrictions.  

 

The University should increase postering space, and bring back 

the poster barrels.  

 

The University should set up a commuter student advisory board 

to develop ways to engage commuter students.  

 

The University must take steps to reduce restrictions to student 

events, initiatives, and activity, and generally work to encourage 

a better student centered campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Conclusion 

 

The University will be better off in the long run if significant, 

sweeping and revolutionary steps are taken to repair campus 

engagement today. These steps will require the participation in 

good faith of all involved and we are happy to come to the table 

at any time to find solutions to this important problem 

confronting all of us.   

 

 

 

 


